
Dr. Zachary Blair received his PhD in anthropology from the University of
Illinois at Chicago, where he conducted violence-centered research around
issues of race, gender, sexuality, and space. While living in Central Florida, he
helped victims of the mass shooting at the Pulse nightclub with community
organizing, research, and public records requests. Zachary worked for nine
years in university administration, is published in academic journals and
edited volumes, works across multiple research projects in Chicago and
Florida, and has also taught college-level courses at the University of Illinois
at Chicago. Zachary has also worked on the frontlines of the COVID-19
pandemic in the positions of Community Health Specialist and Branch
Director for Isolation/Quarantine in a local health jurisdiction in Washington
State. 

As President/CEO, Vice President, and Co-Founder of VictimsFirst, Zachary
has worked in response to over 25 mass shootings throughout the United
States and has managed millions of dollars in direct-to-victim funds, built
local and national partnerships, mobilized communities affected by mass
violence, educated local communities on trauma-informed and victim-
centered response practices, served as an advocate and watch dog for
victims of mass violence, and ensured care coordination for mass violence
survivors.
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